SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE

SARL NEWS SUNDAY 14 DECEMBER 2003

You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio League, the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 Central Africa Time (CAT) in Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English.

This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za and on packet bulletin boards.

SILENT KEY

We regret to announce that Hugh Etienne Lubbe, ZS1TM, passed away on Tuesday 9 December.  His son found him sitting in a chair; they think he passed away after an asthma attack.  We extend our condolences to his family and friends.

(PAUSE).

In the news today:

INTECNET ON THE AIR TONIGHT 

NOMINATIONS FOR SARL COUNCIL

SUBMISSION OF MOTIONS FOR AGM

HUNTING LIONS ON THE AIR

Stay tuned for more detail on these and other news items.

Visit the SARL Web site or call the SARL office which is open on weekdays from 09:00 to 13:00 at 011 675 2393 for details on how to join, book sales and all related amateur radio activities.

SARL NEWS invites clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to amateurs on the web site of the SARL, which is www.sarl.org.za/newsinbox.asp  not later than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date.  It would be appreciated if you could do it in both Afrikaans and English.

You are listening to ZS6SRL:

The news follows in detail

INTECNET ON THE AIR TONIGHT

The last INTECNET for 2003 will be on the air tonight, Sunday 14 December 2003.  Did you know that part of the code for the ARRL Logbook of the World software was written in South Africa?  Find out more as Chris Burger, ZS6EZ, will discuss the Logbook of the World and discuss the benefits that you can derive from this new development.

INTECNET is on the air at 20:00 CAT on a repeater near you and on HF on 3 718 kHz.  Clubs wishing to link their repeater have until noon today to send details of the telephone number to be linked to armi@sarl.org.za.

ZS0LTG PACKET BBS NOW ON THE AIR FOR THE NORTHWEST PROVINCE

Since ZS0TFK Packet BBS had to be removed, packet users in the Northwest Province have been cut off from the packet network.

ZS0LTG BBS now resides at Eddie ZS6BNE's QTH and is regularly updated from files downloaded from OM Dick ZS6RO's FTP Site via the Internet.

A yagi has been erected and is pointing in the direction of Klerksdorp.  Access to the BBS is on 144,650 Mhz.  Hams in these areas are welcome to use the BBS.  Uptime will depend on the usage of the BBS and at this stage it is available in the evenings and on weekends.

NOMINATIONS FOR SARL COUNCIL

During November it was announced that all the councillors had agreed to resign with effect from next year's AGM in order to allow elections to be held for a full Council.

Nominations for the new council can now be submitted.  The nomination must be submitted in writing, duly signed by the proposer and seconder, together with a statement containing details of the specific qualifications, abilities and membership of any related Amateur Radio organisations of their candidate; and the candidate's name and address.

Further it must be accompanied by a written statement signed by the candidate whereby he/she consents to serve as a member of Council if elected and this nomination must reach the League Secretary not later than the 5th of January 2004.

SUBMISSION OF MOTIONS FOR AGM

Motions for the 2004 SARL Annual General Meeting can now be submitted to the League Secretary.  The motion must be in writing in the form in which it will be proposed at the AGM.  The motion must be signed by the member, as Proposer, and by another member as Seconder.

The motions must reach the League Secretary not later than the 5th of January 2004.

RADIO ZS

Members can now download the October - December issue of Radio ZS from the SARL website.  The file is 1,4 megs big and should be a fairly easy download.  The editor is looking for articles for the next years issues, such as, for example the 3DA0DX and ZS1SALT expeditions.  These can be sent to radiozs@sarl.org.za.

PUT YOU PHOTO IN THE SARL CALLBOOK

The SARL call book NOW allows you to add a photo to your call book entry so that people who you've chatted to can see who they've been talking to.

At present photos can only be posted by members, but members can post for anyone, so if you know a member, get him to post a photo for you.  Or, even better, join the SARL and enjoy all the other online features that members have access to.

Photos must be in JPG format and no bigger than 40 kb (Byte size). Photos display best if they are 400x300 pixels.

HUNTING LIONS ON THE AIR

The annual Hunting Lions on the Air contest will be run over the weekend of 10 and 11 January 2004.  The rules can be found on the SARL web site at www.sarl.org.za.  There is enough time to contact your local Lions Club and make the necessary arrangements.

INTERNATIONAL MORSE CODE GETS NEW ITU HOME AND A NEW CHARACTER
(This item from the ARRL news service).

The 2003 World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC-03) may have eliminated the treaty requirement for prospective amateurs to demonstrate Morse code proficiency to gain HF access, but the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) hasn't forgotten Morse code altogether.  In Geneva on December 5, the ITU Radiocommunication Sector (ITU-R) Study Group 8 agreed on the wording of a Draft New Recommendation ITU-R M.[MORSE] that specifies the international Morse code character set and transmission procedures.  It also includes a new Morse code character to cover the "@"; symbol used in e-mail addresses.

Once it's made available in English, French and Spanish, the draft new recommendation will go out to ITU member-states using a new procedure for simultaneous adoption and approval.  On December 3, the draft new recommendation won the approval of Working Party 8A, which is responsible for the Land Mobile and Amateur services.

Within the ITU, the international Morse code has been defined by the Telecommunication Standardization Sector (ITU-T), which is responsible for the public telephone and telegraph network--mostly landline.  A couple of years ago, the ARRL pointed out to the US delegation to the ITU Radiocommunication Advisory Group that Morse code's role more properly resides in the radiocommunication realm, not wire, and should be the responsibility of ITU Radiocommunication Sector (ITU-R).

The transfer was agreed to, and International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) President Larry Price, W4RA, proposed the draft new recommendation at the November-December Working Group 8A meeting.  The draft new recommendation is almost unchanged from its ITU-T text.

Paul Rinaldo, W4RI, ARRL Technical Relations Manager said that no one wanted to disturb something with more than 150 years of history.

To keep up with the times, however, the IARU proposed adding a new character--the commercial "at" or @ symbol--to permit sending e-mail addresses in Morse code.  The draft new recommendation proposes using the letters A and C run together (.--.-.) to represent the @ symbol.

While the draft new recommendation is still a working document, its expected to become a Recommendation within six months or so, pending approval by member-states.

DATES TO REMEMBER

INTECHNET tonight 14 December;
Last day for submission of motions for the AGM as well as nominations for council members is now 5 January 2004;
Final date for renewal of membership of SARL is now 31 December.

10 - 11 January 2004 - Hunting Lions on the Air;
18 January 2004 INTECNET;
23 - 25 January 2004 PEARS VHF/UHF Contest;
14 February 2004 SARL Kids Day.

The SARL invites you to listen to Amateur Radio Mirror International on 17 815, 9 750, and 7 082 kHz and 145,625 MHz in East London, 145,650 in Durban 145,750 MHz in Pretoria and 438,800 in the Sandton area.  A repeat broadcast can be heard on Mondays at 21:00 CAT on 3 215 kHz.

Telkom and Sentech sponsor ARMI.

This then brings us to the end of today's bulletin, which was compiled by Dennis, ZS4BS, and read by ........from...... as a service to radio amateurs, short wave listeners and electronic enthusiasts.

You have been listening to ZS6SRL and thank you for having joined us.  Also many thanks to those persons who supply news for our bulletins and the amateurs who relay the bulletins so regularly.

Goodbye everyone.

/EX
